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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2002/0133827 to Newnam. 



Regarding claims 1 , 9, 17, Newman discloses a method/system configured for 
facilitating an interactive multimedia experiences, comprising: 

At least one data processing device (figure 2, client 100, 110, 120, 130, 
paragraph 33), 

Instructions processable by said at least one data processing device (poll 310, 
paragraphs 46-50) 

An apparatus (server 200, paragraphs 33-34) from which said instructions are 
accessible by said at least one data processing device, 

Wherein said instructions are configured for enabling said at least one 
processing device to facilitate (paragraphs 33-34): 
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accessing a system-readable specification defining a multimedia experience 
configured for audience interaction (paragraphs 37-38, 46-50); and 

performing the multimedia experience in accordance with information comprised 
by the system-readable specification, wherein said information comprised by the 
system-readable specification includes information for enabling facilitation of audience 
response tracking, experience navigation and feedback of audience responses 
(paragraphs 35, 37-38,46-50, polling, trivia, directing conversation, poling results, 
leaderboards). 

Regarding claims 2, 10, 24, Newnam discloses that the performing the 
multimedia experience includes gathering audience responses (paragraphs 37, .49-51). 

Regarding claims 3, 1 1 , 25, 57, 68, Newnam discloses that performing the 
multimedia experience includes: analyzing said audience response, and outputting 
information resulting from said analysis (paragraph 37, 49, 51, 55). 

Regarding claims 4, 12, 26, 58, 69, Newnam discloses outputting said 
information resulting from analyzing said audience responses includes displaying at 
least a portion of said information resulting from analyzing said audience responses 
(paragraphs 35, 37, 49, 51, 55). 
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Regarding claims 5, 13, 27-28, 59 and70, Newnam discloses performing the 
multimedia experience includes outputting experience content (paragraphs 35, 36, 37, 
49, 51, 55, answers to the quizzes, polls or directing conversation). 

Regarding claims 6, 14, 29-30, 60-61, 71-72 Newnam discloses performing the 
multimedia experience includes: gathering audience responses; analyzing said 
audience responses; 

outputting information resulting from said analysis; and outputting experience 
content dependent upon at least a portion of said information resulting from analyzing 
said audience responses content (paragraphs 35, 36, 37,49, 51 , 55, answers to the 
quizzes, polls or directing conversation). 

Regarding claims 7, 15, 31 , Newnam discloses displaying at least a portion of 
said information resulting from analyzing said audience responses (paragraphs 36-37). 

Regarding claims 8, 16, 32, Newnam discloses the system-readable 
specification comprises a plurality of display elements (figure 9); each one of said 
display elements comprises a respective portion of the multimedia experience; and 
performing the multimedia experience includes performing at least a portion of said 
display elements (paragraphs 35, 36, 37, 49, 51, 55, providing quizzes, polls and 
displaying answers to the quizzes, polls or directing conversation). 
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Regarding claims 18, 34, 50, Newnam discloses: 

At least one data processing device (figure 2, client 100, 110, 120, 130, 

paragraph 33), 

Instructions processable by said at least one data processing device (poll 310, 
paragraphs 46-50) 

An apparatus (server 200, paragraphs 33-34) from which said instructions are 
accessible by said at least one data processing device, 

Wherein said instructions are configured for enabling said at least one 
processing device to facilitate (paragraphs 33-34): 

accessing a system-readable specification defining a multimedia experience 
configured for audience interaction (paragraphs 37-38, 46-50); 

maintaining updates of experience feedback information (paragraphs 35-37) 

performing the multimedia experience in accordance with information comprised 
by the system-readable specification, experience navigation and feedback of audience 
responses (paragraphs 35, 37-38, 46-50, polling, trivia, directing conversation, poling 
results, leaderboards). 

Regarding claim 19, Newnam discloses that the feedback includes audience 
response information (paragraphs 35-37). 
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Regarding claims 20, 52, 63, Newnam discloses that performing the multimedia 
experience (figure 9) includes accessing a multimedia asset associated with one of the 
display elements (fun fact 720, game 730, chat 710) and 

Access information for the multimedia asset is specified within the system 
readable specification (paragraphs 42, 45, and 47). 

Regarding claim 33, Newnam discloses information comprised by the system- 
readable specification includes information for enabling facilitation of audience response 
tracking, experience navigation and feedback of audience responses (paragraphs 35, 
37-38, 46-50, polling, trivia, directing conversation, poling results, leaderboards). 

Claims 35, 36, and 41-49, substantially correspond to claims 19-20 and 24-33. 

Regarding claims 51 , 62, and 74, Newnam discloses a system and method 
configured for facilitating an interactive multimedia experience comprising: 

At least one data processing device (figure 2, client 1 00, 1 1 0, 1 20, 1 30, 
paragraph 33), 

Instructions processable by said at least one data processing device (poll 310, 
paragraphs 46-50) 

An apparatus (server 200, paragraphs 33-34) from which said instructions are 
accessible by said at least one data processing device, 
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Wherein said instructions are configured for enabling said at least one 
processing device to facilitate (paragraphs 33-34): 

Creating a system-readable specification defining a multimedia experience 
configured for audience interaction (paragraphs 37-38, 46-50); 

Designating a feedback information action for enabling corresponding feedback 
information to be updated accordingly in response to performing the multimedia 
experience (paragraphs 35-37, polls, trivia etc with answers or generate real-time fun 
facts or polls) 

Associating the feedback information action with the system readable 
specification whereby performing the multimedia experience is dependent upon said 
corresponding experience feedback information (paragraphs 35-37, 55, the polls, 
quizzes and user feedback can direct the content of the program). 

Regarding claims 53, and 64 Newnam discloses creating the system-readable 
specification is performed dependent upon system specified rules configured for 
enabling the specification to be interpreted and performed by said system (paragraphs 
33-35, the polls/trivia etc are provided in accordance to the definitions set up by 
technical director 300). 

Regarding claims 54 and 65, Newnam discloses that said experience feedback 
information includes audience response information (paragraph 36) 
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Regarding claim 55 and 66, Newnam discloses performing the multimedia 
experience includes accessing a multimedia asset (paragraph 55) associated with one 
of said display elements; and 

access information for the multimedia asset is specified within the system readable 
specification (paragraph 33-35). 

Regarding claims 56 and 67, Newnam discloses that the system-readable 
specification includes specifying a manner in which audience responses are gathered 
(paragraphs 34-37). 

Claims 75-93 substantially correspond to claims 51-73 as analyzed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-23 and 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 2002/0133827. 

Regarding claims 21-23, 37-39, Newnam discloses a multimedia experience 
which provides voting, polling, and chat options to a user. 
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Newnam is silent regarding feedback information which includes information 
resulting from analysis of a sound file of one of said display elements, analyzing 
amplitude and length characteristics of the sound file, and synchronizing a video 
component with a corresponding audio component depending upon information 
resulting from analysis of the sound file. 

The Examiner takes official notice that synchronizing animated video data on the 
fly with audio files is well known in the art. Synchronizing the data prevents lip synch 
issues which are disconcerting to a viewer thereby providing a more aesthetically 
pleasing experience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Newnam's multimedia experience to utilize synchronized 
animated video with analyzed audio data for the above mentioned advantages. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during 
normal business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Hunter B. Lonsberry/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2421 
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